
 
 

Reading List for As the Page Turns, September 2010 – March 2011 
 

1. September: WWII Era Historical Fiction, The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society   
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.  
January 1946: writer Juliet Ashton receives a letter from a stranger, a founding member of the 
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. And so begins a remarkable tale of the island of 
Guernsey during the German occupation, and of a society as extraordinary as its name. 
 

2. October:  Mystery, The Book Club  by Mary Alice Munroe 
"Outwardly linked by their monthly book club meetings, five diverse women in suburban Chicago 
come to realize that they share more than just the books they read as they struggle with a number 
of life-changing issues and discover the true meaning and power of friendship." 
 

3. November: Science Fiction, Lightning by Dean Koontz 
In the midst of a raging blizzard, lightning struck on the night Laura Shane was born. And a 
mysterious blond-haired stranger showed up just in time to save her from dying.  Years later, in the 
wake of another storm, Laura will be saved again. For someone is watching over her. But just as 
lightning illuminates, darkness always follows close behind. 
 

4. December:  no meeting in December 
 

5. January:  Contemporary Novel, Animals Dreams by Barbara Kingsolver 
"Animals dream about the things they do in the day time just like people do. If you want sweet 
dreams, you've got to live a sweet life." So says Loyd Peregrina, a handsome Apache trainman and 
latter-day philosopher. But when Codi Noline returns to her hometown, Loyd's advice is painfully 
out of her reach. Dreamless and at the end of her rope, Codi comes back to Grace, Arizona to 
confront her past and face her ailing, distant father. What she finds is a town threatened by a silent 
environmental catastrophe, some startling clues to her own identity, and a man whose view of the 
world could change the course of her life.  
 

6. February: Classic Novel, The Last Days of Pompeii is a novel written by Baron Edward Bulwer-Lytton 
in 1834. Once a very widely read book and now relatively neglected, it culminates in the cataclysmic 
destruction of the city of Pompeii by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD.  The novel uses its 
characters to contrast the decadent culture of first-century Rome with both older cultures and 
coming trends. The protagonist, Glaucus, represents the Greeks who have been subordinated by 
Rome, and his nemesis Arbaces the still older culture of Egypt. Olinthus is the chief representative 
of the nascent Christian religion, which is presented favorably but not uncritically. The Witch of 
Vesuvius, though she has no supernatural powers, shows Bulwer-Lytton's interest in the occult. 
 

7. March:  Biography, Galileo's Daughter  by Dava Sobel 
Inspired by a long fascination with Galileo, and by the remarkable surviving letters of Galileo''s 
daughter, Dava Sobel has written a biography of the man  Albert Einstein called "the father of 
modern physics - indeed of modern science altogether." "Galileo''s Daughter" also presents a 
stunning portrait of a person hitherto lost to history, described by her father as "a woman of 
exquisite mind, singular goodness, and most tenderly attached to me."  
Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) tried at first to enter a monastery before engaging the skills that made 
him the foremost scientist of his day. His inventions and discoveries were heralded around the 
world and sensationally, his telescopes allowed him to reveal a new reality in the heavens and to 
reinforce the astounding argument that the Earth moves around the Sun.  
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